
 

19th October 2021 
 
Dear Glenaeon Parents, 
 
Welcome back! Our message to students is, we’ve missed you! To parents, we look 
forward to having you back on site when the restrictions ease in what we hope is not 
too long a time away. 

It was an absolute joy to see Castlecrag back in action on Monday with Kindergarten 
and Classes 1 and 2 happily playing in the sunshine, and at Middle Cove, Year 12 in 
their last week of in person classes. We await the return of all students from Class 3 
to Year 11 next Monday October 25th. 

For families in Class 3 to Year 12 at Middle Cove, there will be messages coming to 
you directly from the Deputies outlining the return to school plans for the campus. 
These messages will provide full details of attendance, pick up and drop off 
requirements, buses, canteen, hygiene, physical distancing, ventilation, management 
of covid symptoms, educational arrangements for year levels, and most importantly 
student wellbeing, as well as the restrictions that will apply. 

School life will be different under these restrictions, so it is worth remembering why 
they are in place. Our single aim is to ensure our school has the highest possible 
health and safety standard, and to prevent any transmission of COVID-19. Should a 
positive case emerge in the school, we would be devastated if a staff or student 
caught a potentially life-threatening illness on one of our campuses, or if through a 
chain of transmission, any parent or grandparent was affected. 

The impact of a positive case on staff, students and families would potentially be 
immense. All members of the class, and potentially other classes, would be 
considered close contacts, and would have to isolate for possibly two weeks. All 
household members of the families of the children would be affected as well as 
possibly having to isolate.  

To avoid this potential outcome, Glenaeon has put in place both the Public Health 
Order mandates which are legally binding on us, and we are also following the Health 
Guidelines advised by NSW Health and the AIS, our peak body for independent 
schools.  

We follow these guidelines knowing that they prohibit many of the important things of 
school which will not be possible for the rest of this year: for example, there will be no 
co-curricular before and after school, no bands and orchestras, no choirs, no 
excursions, no assemblies.  
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But the restrictions have eased even in the past week: mask wearing is now for 
indoors only for staff and high school students. And the natural bushland setting of 
our Middle Cove campus is a major advantage, providing a continuous flow of 
healthy, natural air currents.  

We have established seven outdoor learning spaces (outdoor classrooms) across the 
campus, as well as the areas outside the primary classrooms. These outdoor 
classroom environments will be a unique Glenaeon advantage in this time of 
wellbeing challenge, providing calming and healthy surroundings for students and 
staff. 

But the main message with this return to school is one of hope. We are getting back 
to some form of normal school life when our community can start the process of 
healing and rebuilding. It will be slow steps but we are on the way. These restrictions 
are for a time only, and to get through them we need patience, good will and 
understanding from everyone. With each of us playing our part, offering that good will 
and understanding, we can even look forward to a stronger and more resilient 
community in the not too distant future. 

It has been a long journey this year, and on behalf of all our teachers and staff, I 
thank you for your good will and support. 

With best wishes, 

 
Andrew Hill                                                       
Head of School                                                 


